
 

 

 

 

 

 

LET’S NOT GET STRESSED ABOUT IT! 

 
There is nothing “normal” about school this term!  This is a challenging time for all of our families and for the staff of 
Wallan Primary School.  Our aim for term 2, and the aim stated by the Education Department, is for “basic 
maintenance” of learning for all of our students. What we do know is that every family in our school community is 
different and what works in one household probably won’t work in another.  I will share two very different parent 
conversations I have had this week about the remote and flexible learning program in their homes.  One parent 
reported that her children were getting up particularly early (6am) to complete their daily learning tasks so that they 
could do whatever they liked for the rest of the day, that’s ok.  The other parent who is also working from home, 
along with her two girls, reported that after two children having major “meltdowns” on Monday, she changed the 
working arrangements in the home.  Originally everyone had their own work space, on Tuesday everyone was 
working at the kitchen table, this ensured that the day was much smoother, again that’s ok.  Families need to make 
arrangements and routines that suit their household.  Our role right now and throughout this term is to support you, 
and your children, in the remote and flexible learning space.  When teachers and education support staff call, email 
or message you, they are not checking up on what is happening in your home, they are checking in with you and 
your children, to support you all in these very challenging times.  Don’t hesitate to contact your child’s teacher by 
email, message or calling the school office to have a phone messages passed on.  For all of us we will find a rhythm 
for our work this term, we just need to relax into it and as John Hattie says “…not get stressed about it”.  I have 
included a news report where John Hattie discusses the impact on student outcomes during extended absences from 
regular schooling for your information. 
 

"…my message is let's not get stressed about it.” John Hattie 

…John Hattie, a leading educator and Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL) chairman, has 

good news for parents.  Professor Hattie was the adviser for the New Zealand Qualifications Authority that oversaw 

school examinations after the devastating Christchurch earthquakes of 2011.  Schools were closed for weeks and most 

students did not have the opportunity for online learning or discussion with teachers.  But results did not suffer and 

high school students did not drop out.  "The students' performance actually went up in the final exams," Professor 

Hattie said.  He said the difference was teachers focused on "what has to be learned" instead of getting through a lot 

of curriculum.  Parents who have taken their children out of school for months to travel Australia have also found their 

children were not worse off from an extended gap from the classroom.  They focused on organic learning and spending 

time together as a family instead of text books during their trip with their children.  Two years on, and the children are 

engaged at school and performing better than most of their peers.  Professor Hattie said Australia had the "longest 

school year and school day" of any country in the world.  Even if 10 weeks were removed, he said "students would 

generally still be getting more classroom time than students in countries like Sweden, Finland and Estonia", which 

consistently outperformed Australia in maths, science and reading scores.  This did not mean students should not 

embrace online opportunities for term two and Professor Hattie said it could be a chance to better outcomes.  "You 

have to be amazed what teachers have done to turn the whole system around so that kids can work at home doing 

various things," he said.  "But my message is 'let's not get stressed about it'.  "When we get back to the old normal 

the recovery will be reasonably quick." 

ABC Sunshine Coast – 17th April 2020 
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https://www.abc.net.au/news/2011-02-22/multiple-deaths-as-quake-strikes-christchurch/1952772
https://www.abc.net.au/sunshine/


Just some of the remote and flexible learning that is occurring across our school community! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Burger Night Recount 
Last night mum and I and Kiara made meat burgers.  Mum got out the mixing bowl. I got out the table  
spoon(mum taught me that a tablespoon is used in eating dinner and a teaspoon is used for tea or coffee).  
I added 2 tablespoon of dijon mustard into the bowl.  Then I sprinkled rosemary leaves and rice crumbs on  
top. Kiara cracked the eggs and she added the mince meat. Kiara mixed it with her hands. Mum spooned  
some mixture into Kiara and I hands so we can shape it into a meat patty then we put it onto the tray and  
mum put them in the oven. Kiara put the butter on the rolls and mum toasted them on the frying pan. I  
stirred the egg and gave it to mum and she cooked it on the pan. While mum did this Kiara put the sauces  
on the burger rolls then I put the cheese on. When the meat was ready mum put the meat on the burger rolls  
it was dinner time! (by hunter) 

 

 



Notebooks for families 
We received advice this week about how the Education Department and schools will be loaning computing devices 
to families.  I have asked our school technicians to prepare some of our classroom notebooks to be available for loan 
to families who do not have any devices in their household.  Principals are required to prioritise distribution to 
families as set out below.  Primary schools must prioritise by: 

1. Year 6 students with Camps, Sports and Excursions Funding (CSEF) eligibility, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander students or in out-of-home care or youth justice clients. 

2. Remaining Year 6 students. 
3. Students in all remaining year levels with CSEF eligibility, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students or in 

out-of-home care or youth justice clients. 
4. All remaining students. 

When school owned notebooks are ready to be loaned to families I will call the eligible families.  All families 
receiving the loan of a school owned notebook will need to complete an Equipment Loan Agreement.  

 
ONLINE SAFETY 
During this time, many children will be connecting with their school work and their friends via online sites and social media, 
more than ever before. We encourage you to google "Bully Stoppers DET". Select the second link which will direct you 
to information about online safety that can be discussed with your children.  Another great resource is the eSafety Commission.   
eSafety has developed new resources to support children’s safety online www.esafety.gov.au  

 
 
 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and (insert school name) is excited to be participating. A new application is being used 

this year that offers a range of exciting features including: 

 access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs) 

 a modern user-friendly interface 

 rewarding  students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved 

 the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review 
 

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy development. It is 

not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 4 September 2020. 

Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to Year 10 

are challenged to read 15 books. 

All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier and former Premiers. 

To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklists and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit: 

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc  

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB IS NOW ONLIINE FOR TERM 2 

For Term 2 Scholastic Book Club will be available online instead of a paper catalogue. Issue 3 is now open. Go to the following link 

to access this Issue  https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/ 

Issue 3 is due by FRIDAY 8th MAY 2020 You can order through Book Club LOOP and your purchased books will be delivered to the 

school. You will then receive your books when you collect your child’s learning pack. 

You can download the FREE App to access LOOP. → 
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ANZAC Day 2020 – Light Up The Dawn 

 

A grassroots campaign for people to commemorate Anzac Day by standing in their driveways at dawn  

has been endorsed by the RSL. 

 

With Anzac Day’s once indestructable traditions cruelled by forced isolation, Australians will instead walk 

to the ends of their driveways on April 25 and light up the dawn.  

 

RSL branches in every state have unanimously endorsed the gesture, with families across the nation 

expected to stand at their gates, on balconies or verandahs at 6am and hold a candle to fallen heroes.  

Since regular public marches and services are cancelled due to the COVID-19 crisis, radio networks are 

signing on to livestream services people can tune in to outside on phones and tablets. 

Musicians everywhere are being called on to take to their front yards to play the Last Post and Rouse or 

Reveille for neighbours. Residents are being urged to dress windows and mailboxes with poppies and kids to 

make bright red “wreaths” from painted egg cartons to hang on doors. 

What began as a grassroots idea to mark Australia’s great day of remembrance has grown into a national 

campaign. “We get thousands and thousands of people to dawn services in a normal year and a very great 

proportion of those are from the general public,” RSL Australia general manager Kim Henshaw told AAP 

on Wednesday. 

“So this gives them a way that they can have their own private commemoration. We see it as very positive 

indeed.” He said it was decided at a national hook-up on Monday to tag the initiative Light Up The Dawn.  

 

On Facebook and Twitter, dozens of community support groups and pages have asked tens of thousands of 

followers to register for “letterbox events”. 

Credit for the idea is being directed at Melbourne man Justin Wilbur, the son of a Vietnam veteran who 

says, “Nothing is going to stop us from remembering our Diggers”.  
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